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Artificial Intelligence (AI) is becoming a major part of everyday life. AI refers to computer systems that are designed to perform tasks that normally require human intelligence, such as learning, recognizing patterns, as well as making decisions. Today AI is used in many areas including education, healthcare, business, social media, etc. For example, recommendation systems, chatbots, and some writing tools all rely on AI. While AI can make work faster and more efficient, it also raises important ethical concerns. Using critical thinking helps people evaluate both the benefits and the risks of AI before deciding how it should be used.
Critical thinking involves questioning information, analyzing different viewpoints, or evaluating whether something is reliable or ethical. Instead of accepting technology as automatically good or bad, critical thinkers examine how it works and what impact it may have on society. When looking at AI through a critical thinking perspective, several ethical issues become obvious to most people. 
One major ethical concern is bias and fairness in AI systems. AI programs learn from large datasets, but if the data used to train the system contains bias, the AI can produce biased results. As an  example, some AI tools used in hiring or facial recognition have shown unfair results toward certain groups of people. According to Research Trends (2023), one of the biggest ethical challenges of AI is making sure algorithms do not reinforce existing inequalities. 
Another ethical concern is privacy and personal data. Many AI systems rely on collecting large amounts of information from users, such as browsing behavior or preferences. While this data can improve the performance of AI systems, it also raises concerns about how that information is stored and used. Furze (2023) explains that AI technology depends heavily on data, which means organizations must be responsible for protecting user privacy. 
AI also raises ethical concerns in education, especially related to academic integrity. Many students now use generative AI tools to help write essays or summarize information. These tools can help to support learning, but they can also make it easier for students to rely on technology instead of developing their own ideas. Perkins et al. (2024) propose the AI Assessment Scale (AIAS), which suggests different levels of acceptable AI use in assignments. For example, AI might be allowed for brainstorming ideas but not for writing an entire assignment, or AI can be used to help smooth out a finalized product by checking for spelling, grammar and flow. This approach helps educators balance the benefits of AI with the need to maintain honesty and critical thinking skills in education.
Because of these concerns, policies and guidelines are necessary for the responsible use of AI. Governments, organizations, and schools should develop rules that promote fairness, transparency, and privacy protection. Developers should also be required to explain how their AI systems work and how decisions are made. When critical thinking is applied to technology policy, it becomes easier to identify risks and create better solutions.
As a student and future employee, understanding AI ethics is very important. Information professionals often work with technology, data, and more recently at work AI, which means they must carefully evaluate the tools they use. AI can help organize information and improve efficiency, but professionals need to verify the accuracy of the information produced by these systems. 
In conclusion, artificial intelligence is a powerful technology that is rapidly changing society. While AI offers many advantages, it also raises ethical concerns related to bias, privacy, and integrity. Applying critical thinking allows individuals to question how AI systems work and evaluate their impact on society. By developing strong policies and encouraging responsible use, AI can continue to grow while still protecting individuals and communities.
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